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D Number Issue / What Are D Numbers For?

Students who are coming to Norway from outside the EU/EEA are no longer 
being automatically assigned national identity numbers. Now they are being 
issued D numbers.

National Identity numbers and D numbers are used by every Norwegian 
Governmental agency for identification.

Previously students from outside the EU/EEA who were studying for over six 
months were assigned a national identity number and those who were staying 
for less than six months were assigned a D number.



Why This Is Currently A Problem

D Numbers do not allow 
for the same 
governmental services 
that National Identity 
numbers do. 

● Acquiring bank accounts may prove to be 
more difficult.

● Those who hold D numbers will not be 
assigned a general practitioner. They must 
go to emergency services or private care 
facilities for medical care.

● D numbers are only valid for six months at 
a time.

● Students have to wait much longer if they 
appeal for a national identity number.



Future Problems May Occur

Because the uncertainty of 
laws among Governmental 
agencies about the D 
number, future problems 
may occur.

● UDI might require those from outside the 
EU/EEA to have an even higher amount of 
minimum funds due to the need to pay for 
private healthcare.

● Petitioning for a national identity number 
could come with application fees.

● New fees may be assigned by the tax 
agency (Skatteetaten) for those who work 
in Norway with D numbers.



What We've Done So Far



Aquire Information From Relevant Agencies

Due to Skatteetaten instituting this new rule alone, many agencies and 
educational institutions were unaware and unprepared for what was to 
occur.

We decided after discussing possibilities that we needed to acquire 
official statements before we make any moves politically.

Peter and I have drafted questions and emails to the following 
agencies.



List of agencies
1. KD
 2. Diku
 3. UDI
 4. Skatteetaten
 5. Helsenorge
 6. DNB
 7. Sparebank
 8: NTNU international Office
 9. UiO
 10. USN
 11. UiB
 12. NAV



Unfortunately Not Every Agency 
Has Gotten Back To Us

Here Are A Few Of The Replies



UDI response

I have now clarified with our professionals that this 
is the responsibility of Skatteetaten. Unfortunately, 
they have not updated their website, but we have 
been reminding them.

Thank you for notifying us because we have now 
clarified on our site what the process is and who 
decides what.

We have asked Skatteetaten to contact you, so I 
hope they follow up.



NTNU response

No, we were not aware of this new practice before the students arrived 
in Trondheim this year. The students are obviously affected by this, 
primarily because it takes longer to get a personal number than before 
and there is some uncertainty about the differences in D-numbers and 
personal numbers. The biggest problem is maybe that the students do 
not receive General Practitioners before it has gone a disproportionately 
long time, which can obviously present major problems for some. We 
have not received any instructions or information sent to us from 
Skatteetaten, what we know is what we acquired from their website and 
from other universities in Norway. I have not yet experienced many 
inquiries from the students about this, but I see that there is some 
discussion about this on the students’ Facebook groups, etc. The 
international section at NTNU will prepare a letter in which we argue 
against the new practice. We will send this letter to UDI and 
Skatteetaten hopefully during the autumn or right after Christmas.

I hope that this was a bit clear, feel free to contact us again if you want. 
We are very pleased that ISU is also addressing this unsustainable 
situation!



UiB response

The University of Bergen is aware of those changes 
that are introduced for international students that 
come from countries outside of the EU/EEA. However, 
we received insufficient information about the changes 
in advance and were not informed that in practice this 
meant that the students were only given the D-number, 
regardless of the length of the study period. As soon 
as we were fully informed about this, we informed our 
students about how they could proceed to order a 
Norwegian ID number.

Our view is that the changes create disadvantages for 
the students in question.



What This Tells Us

Agencies were not prepared for skatteetatens major change.

No universities we've contacted are pleased.

Other agencies are still unable to give official responses.



Do You Have Any Questions, 
Concerns, or Ideas? 



Please email me if anything else comes up or if you 
would like to request the full responses!

political.officer@isu-norway.no

Thank You!

mailto:political.officer@isu-norway.no

