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Dear International Students Union of Norway and delegates, 

My name is Jamie Olsen, ISU Drammen Secretary, and I would like to ask for your support in 

this year’s election. I am running for the position of Union Development Officer because I have 

the skills necessary to be a strong and effective UDO, and personally have the temperament 

necessary to not only get things done, but also genuinely listen and collaborate to find 

solutions. I am ready to take on the challenges ahead to represent you, your local boards, and 

ISU nationally.  

In general, I am interested in serving on your ISU Executive Board because I’m dedicated to 

advocating for international students. Student activism and engagement is essential to 

improving the experience of all international students in Norway. Before I arrived as a graduate 

student to Norway, I worked half-time at a college for five years working with international 

students. The tables have now turned, and I'm the international student navigating the same 

challenges. Wherever we come from or our life history, we share this unique experience of not 

only studying in Norway but figuring out life in Norway from brown cheese and waffles to 

friluftsliv and Janteloven.  

As your UDO, I would like to support local branches with increasing advocacy at your 

campuses. Through conversations with fellow local board members from around the country, I 

have seen some repeated and continued challenges: lack of language instruction, low 

participation by Norwegian students, as well as not being recognized as a valuable campus 

resource and language & social barriers creating exclusion from campus student life. These 

aren’t issues at every branch, but they are important for us to discuss and seek solutions to. 

The branches that may have solved these problems can be a source of support for the 

branches still addressing them. I hope to foster a broader sense of solidarity among local 

branches, so they have the possibility of growing their influence and voice locally, while the 

Executive Board will continue to do this national level.  

Over the winter, as member of the Drammen board, I was brainstorming possible ways to 

create more regional development to help local boards develop more capacity and 

collaboration. For instance, on smaller campuses with small numbers or frequent transitions of 

international students, it can feel isolating and overwhelming. I was so excited to see that our 

current UDO had already developed a plan to accomplish this through the Regional 

Cooperation Groups (RCG) and secured the funding to run the Regional Summits this fall. I 

want to bring my community building and facilitation experience to the local boards as they 

work together to create the Regional Summits. This is the first step to developing on-going 

relationships through the RCGs. 

I ask the ISU Delegates to vote for me as either your Union Development Officer because I 

have the drive, tenacity, passion and determination to help you make your local boards and the 

National Board the best they can be. I want to continue the recent board’s successes and build 

on them to make ISU stronger for all of us. 

Kind Regards, 

Jamie Linn Olsen, Secretary, ISU Drammen, 2018-2019 


