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Minutes of LM1 in Stavanger, 19 -21 February 

 

Friday 

 1200 – 1300 Registration and lunch on campus. 

 1400 – 1415 Welcome by the National President handing out voting cards. 

The chairs presents themselves. 

Delegates votes on the agenda, it is approved. 

People vote on having observers in the meeting. Everyone is approved.  

 1415 – 1445 Teambuilding with Sri for the delegates and observers. 

 1445 – 1500 The University of Stavanger, their student parliament welcomes us to 

Stavanger and tells about how the student Parliament works to better conditions for 

students in Stavanger. 20% of the board in the student parliament is international students. 

Have gotten cheaper bus tickets for students, in the board meetings they speak in English, 

etc.  

 Short Break 

 1520 - 1700 NP presents Nassima Dzair. She has a workshop called “activate your 

potential” by her company “Interbridge”. Starts with an introductory game to get to know 

the delegates.  They also have exercises where they have to reflect on their own values and 

share it at the end, and another one where they divide into teams to come up with 

challenges in their work on ISU. They put it on a post it and one of the other teams will come 

up with a solution to the problem.  

 1706 – 1740 The Mexican ambassador talks about the Embassy partnership that ISU 

initiated this fall. The ambassador is positive not only to support the Mexican students, but 

also to cooperate with improving support for all international students by participating in this 

initiative and participating in the first embassy partnership meeting in March. Delegates get 

time for some questions to the ambassador. 

 1745 – 1815 Samuel from ZINASU (Zimbabwe national students union) talks about the 

definition of academic freedom and what they are fighting for in Zimbabwe (for example 

corruption and lack of academic freedom).  
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 BREAK 

 1825 – 1915 Tordis Marie Espeland from SIU talks about studying in Norway, National 

policies on internationalization, SIU and the mandate they have from the government to talk 

about Norway as a study destination. Also mentions a study/survey about different aspects 

relevant to international students.  The delegates get 3 topics (Integration, 

Internships/career opportunities in Norway and International recruitment) to discuss which 

will shortly be discussed for 5 minutes in plenum at the end. 

 1900 –   Wrap up, practical information and Dinner 

 

 

Saturday 

 0830 – 1016 Breakfast at the hotel and registration at campus and handing out of 

delegate cards. 

 

 1016 – 1030 Introduction to the Career workshop by the National President. 

 1030 – 1200 Jan Godfrey from Industri Energi has a presentation about the company, 

what type of benefits you get as a student member of Industri Energi, Local Industri Energi 

branch, The Norwegian model, the importance of lobbying, different interview techniques, 

CVs, how to search for a job etc.  

In every fylke, LO has a secretary that works towards/with students.  Jan encourages the 

delegates to get in touch if they want to. Delegates have time to ask questions.  

 1200 – 1215 Break 

 1215 – 1300 Sasha Monique Elvik from NAV has a presentation about labour market 

trends, development within the Norwegian Labour market and the European network. NAV 

also gives information about work in other European countries like Denmark, Sweden, 

Germany, Netherlands, Ireland, Poland etc. She also explains what NAV is and what areas 

they cover.  Time for questions during the presentation.  

 1300 – 1330 Lunch at the venue 
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 1330 – 1400 StOr – President Anine holds a presentation about  StOR, the main student 

organization at the University of Stavanger. They have an umbrella function for the rest of 

the student societies at the University. She talks about skills you need as a leader and how to 

lead and interest organization. She gives examples of events that StOr and ISU Stavanger 

cooperated on.  

 1400 – 1530 Jeff Lugowe from the alumni network coordinator at HIOA, will talk about 

how to Grow a network. As foreign students you leave your network of friends and family 

behind, exactly the people who can give you tips about jobs etc. Through several steps he 

explains what he thinks is essential to build a network in Norway. Examples like volunteering, 

get a part-time job, getting an understanding of how Norwegian society works, being flexible 

when you apply for jobs, be active on linkedIn. He also give a short “How to” guide of 

LinkedIn.  

 1534 – 1620 Ozge Oz from the Stavanger chamber of Commerce holds a presentation 

about the chamber and what they do. They are a part of “International Network of Norway”, 

and encourage students to participate in their events. She talks about Norway and 

Norwegian culture and talks about how international students can be ambassadors of 

Norway.  

 1630 – 1645 Break 

 1640 – 1700 Mabel Moya have the presentation “How to navigate the Norwegian 

Business landscape” and talk about how International students can get a job in Norway by 

using examples from her own career in Norway.  

 1700 – 1730 National President leads a discussion where the delegates brainstorm about 

how they can use the information they have gotten today at their local branch.  Suggestions 

are; 

-Create their own career workshop of 1 – 2 hours, invite Norwegians. 

-Alumni list for international students. 

-Integrate ISU stand in company presentations. 

-Give information during welcome/information meetings. 

-Establish University Alumni network to get in touch with past students. 

-Utilize PhD students to interact with Norwegian students.  

-Have some English speakers at career days at local institutions.  
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-Involve international students in organizing Fadderuka at their institution. 

-Write in student newspapers.  

-Write about job opportunities.  

-Meet with the administration/International office/Student Parliament at your institution. 

 1730 – 1745 Break 

 1745 – 1750 The National President presents the NA proposal and our reason for suggesting 

to have a NA in April/May instead of October. Sri and chairs go through the rules of voting.  

 1750 – 1830 The delegates discuss and debate the proposal. 

 

- Suggestion to change the NA from 4 to 3 days. Not clear in constitution how to change it. 

OC was given rights by the NA to change minor changes. 

 1830 – 1900 The delegates vote on the proposal of an Extraordinary National Assembly in 

April to replace LM2 in Tromsø.  

 

-Proposal to extend the time to finish this discussion.  

 

29 people are present. 

-Voting to reopen the schedule and extend the time. Simple majority (50%) is needed.  

For: 9, Against: 20.  

Vote does not go through. 

 

-Voting to change the document point by point. 

for: 4 , against: 25. 

The vote does not go through. 

 

A delegate points out that a vote to change the date can be taken at the extraordinary NA.  
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- Vote to approve the NA proposal.  

29 people are present.  2/3 majority is needed.  

 

For: 25, Against: 4.  

The proposal is approved.  An extraordinary NA will replace LM2 in Tromsø. The date will 

be the same as LM in Tromsø. 29th of April – 01st of May.  

 1900 -  Dinner and socializing. 

 

Sunday 

 0830 – 0930 Breakfast at the hotel 

 1100 – 1105 Welcome and some practical information 

 1105 – 1125 Nour is from Syria and a participant in the Students at Risk program. He talks 

about the program, his hometown and life in Syria before and after the bombings of Homs. He 

talks about academic life in his home University, and working at the University of Kalamoon. 

Students were targeted because they protested against the Government, they were media 

activists and could spread the word about what happened.  

 -2400 schools damaged, 1500 schools used as shelters. In turkey, only 20% of children are 

enrolled in school.  

 -Turkey has 450.000 at University age, but only 1800 can enroll in university.  

 -There is a high demand for scholarships, but the number of applicants overwhelmed the 

grants available.  

-Encourages delegates to sign the petition at StArs website to get more support.  

 

 11.25 – 11.40 Presentation of the Resolutions. Many of the resolutions are topics ISU don`t 

have politics on, and for ISU to speak officially on the matter, we need to approve resolutions 

to talk about them. 
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 11.40 – 11.55 Debate (15 minutes each) 

   Q = Question 

   C = Comment 

   A = Answer 

- Resolution on Discontinuation of the Quota Scheme. 

Q= Can you make a mix of the two programs? 

 

- Resolution on Immigration Regulations. 

 Q=How does this visa compare to others? Are we pushing it by demanding 1000? 

 A= if we ask for too much, they might meet us on the half way by getting to 2000. 

 A= In Germany it costs 250kr. 

 C= Too much to ask for 3000kr each time you renew a visa. 

 Q= Addressing the 100.000, are trying to get it down, or just commenting that it is too much? 

A= Broad on purpose, but is mainly so that we have a point and can say that students back us 

up by having this proposal go through. 

Q= Do we know what these 3000kr goes too? Is it justifiable? 

A= They keep it the same, but the list of requirements are lower the second time you renew 

it than when you get it in your own country. 

C= If you approve education for 2 years, why do they not give the visa for 2 years. 

A= Many students take advantage of the situation, and work instead of study.  

Fact= Quota students get visa for 2 year, others who are self-financed, must prove that they 

have funding for two years. 

C= In France the price is 500kr for renewal. 

C= Do we have multiple cases of people working more than 20 hours? 

A= We hear specific ones, but need stories from students.  
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C= One person had a boss that messed up the hours and she was told to leave in 3 weeks and 

was not getting the option of responding, and this is not enough time to get a lawyer. 

Q= Can we have a resolution to not pay at all, since we already pay taxes? 

A= As long as we have a visa, we are citizens of Norway, we have the right to speak and have 

opinions of cases that affect students.  

  

- Resolution ZINASU. 

 C= What do we want to do? Do we want to have an association longer down the road? 

 A= A resolution so that we can support their cause. There may be room for an association 

later.  

 

- Resolution on the Syrian Refugee crisis.  

 C= In Hønefoss, some student houses will be given to refugees.  

C= In Lillehammer they have taken initiative to invite them to Norwegian classes since 

voksenopplæring takes a long time to get enrolled into. 

C= At Stavanger University the student organizations give feedback to StOr, the umbrella 

organization. You can suggest something similar to the Student parliament at your 

institution. 

 11.40 – 12.25 Voting on the resolutions and proposals 

A simple majority is needed to pass the resolutions. 

 29 people are present. 

 

- 3 Proposals to change the Resolutions.  

Naffissa proposal = The visa should be issued for complete study tenure (in case of master`s 

student visa should be issued for two years. 

For: 7 , against: 22. Not approved. 

 

http://www.isu-norway.no/
mailto:nationalsecretary@isu-norway.no


 

  

 

International Students’ Union of Norway (ISU). Kolstadgata 1, 0265 Oslo. Tel.: +47 98 22 59 98. 
www.isu-norway.no email: nationalsecretary@isu-norway.no 

org.nr: 892 438 072 

Page 8 of 11 

Edith      proposal = Why should students pay for the renewal of the Visa, if we pay, then it 

should be equal to the semester fee.  

For: 4, against: 25. Not approved. 

 

Matt       proposal = We should say that 3200kr is too high and that is should be reduced.  

For: 28, against: 1. Approved. 

 

 After this delegates vote on the whole documents, with the minor modifications.   

 

- Resolution ZINASU 

For: 20, Against: 9. Resolution passed.  

 

- Resolution Quota Scheme 

For: 26, Against: 3. Resolution passed.  

 

- Resolution Immigration Regulations 

For: 27, Against: Resolution passed.  

 

- Resolution Syrian Refugees 

For: 26, Against: 3. Resolution passed.  

 

 1225 – 1230 Proposal to reopen the schedule, to push the lunch to the last point on the 

agenda. You can then eat and see the city.  

Vote: The proposal falls.  

 

 1230 – 1305 Lunch and Evaluation 
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 1305 – 1350 Report from the National Board.  

The National President goes through the National Board Report, which will be sent out to all 

the branches.  

- Lobbying for the Quota Scheme. 

- Making a work group for a new program. 

- Embassy partnership initiative (4 embassies signs up, first joint meeting in March about 

the services they can provide their international students.  

- Strengthen partnership with SAIH, NSO and reopening communication with Spire, ANSA 

and ESN.  

- Oslo Regional Meeting, first regional meeting of ISU Norway. 

- Following local board elections as good as we can.  

- Extraordinary NA was discussed.  

- Constitutional Changes. The National Board will get feedback from all the local branches 

the next months.  

- Working on English Bachelor degrees. Can`t be done nationally, not by institutions, but 

by faculty. Hard work, but are working with one faculty in Oslo.  

- LNU initiatives, searching for other sources, right now to fund Norway talks.  

- Meeting with the Ministry of Education.  

- Working with the international committee of NSO. They have lobby strength, and they 

are working on an inclusion handbook and the visa process. 

- Working with ISU Alumni association.  

- A website redesign. 

 

 Q= Continuity Handbook, is it finished? Also can you provide a description of Norway talks.  

A= We will work on Norway talks and forward it to you. Continuity book will be worked on.  
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Action Plan: Some points the NB has worked on; 

- Getting a tenner for the semester fee.  

- Not possible according to Norwegian law.  

- Can`t get funding from Student Parliament, takes money away from LBs.  

- We have asked for more from KD (Kunnskapsdepartementet).  

- Norwegian Classes. Difficult to work on. 

- NSO can include Norwegian courses in their inclusion handbook.  

- Allocating one day of LMs to career workshops, it has been done for LM1 16. 

- Online database was talked about yesterday and was explained by Edith.  

- Want to continue the Kick off camp and look for more funding for it.  

- Have been contacting a lot of political youth parties.  

- Visibility, 5000 likes on facebook and 400 followers on twitter. Working on sending out a 

Newsletter.  

- Supporting Students at Risk, NP has attended all their meetings. Can help them by 

supporting their petition online.  

 

Q= Do we know possibilities for getting funding from NORAD? They have grant schemes.  

A = Have not thought about them, but with the new program we can contact them.  

Q= What happens if we get more funding to lighten the workload? 

A= If we get a lot more money the NA has to decide what to do, we will then be able to 

hire more people for example.  

 

- ISU Editorial Board.  

ISU used to send out magazines. We would like to start up this initiative again. We have 

developed a document that serves as a draft on how to organize an editorial board for 

the magazine.  

 

Edith will be working on a survey, please help us when we send out emails asking for 

input.  
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We can`t make committees but we can make working groups. National President has 2 

working groups, and participates in “leadership advising” group and group for developing 

new program to replace the quota scheme.  

 

Q= Can NB visit local branches during the year? 

A= We want to try and do that, we have visited Oslo branches and Trondheim. But it is 

expensive and we have to help only the ones who really need it.  

C= Think it is important that NB visits newly elected boards. They don`t know what to do 

and need help.  

Q= Social and Welfare issues are important to students, can we get an updated from local 

boards? 

A= It is possible to get updates, but we need updates from the local branches to know 

about issues they local students have with their institutions.  

C= Think it was good that VP of Union was at Trondheim`s election, but would prefer if he 

stayed longer if there is budget for it.  

C= We need to know more about local branch issues.  To get informed delegates to NA 

we need to empower them at a grasroot level.  

C= Request for all the small branches, would be great if we had a presentation booklet 

about ISU, either in their home country or when they come to Norway.  

C= Lillehammer has sent updates every week but has not gotten a response. They have 

never gotten feedback about welfare issues from their report.  

 

 13.30 – 1400 Moving forward, practical info and Goodbye 

 1400 -   Departure 
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