
ISU-‐NMBU	  Report	  to	  the	  ISU	  National	  Assembly	  2014	  

The	  committee	  
The 2014-2015 ISU Board was elected on Friday, August 8 2014. New board 

members and their positions are as follows: 

• President - Tara Bartnik (Australia),  

• Vice President - Clifford Collins Omondi Okwany (Kenya) 

• Social Officer - Caroline Brittany Ariel Pledger (USA) 

• Secretary - Sabine Groß (Germany) 

• Treasurer - Pola Edith (Kenya) 

The new board has been meeting on a weekly basis, working closely with the 

International Officer, Ingvild Strøm. We have also received support from former ISU 

President and National ISU board member Leah Hayward.  

The ISU Board 2014 formed an informal Social Committee to assist the ISU board 

with events organization. The committee is made up of people from diverse 

nationalities, including three Norwegian students who are active and are assisting us 

to translate all our event descriptions into Norwegian. The social committee also meet 

on a weekly basis.  

 

Events	  to	  date	  

End	  of	  exams	  Sports	  day	  and	  BBQ	  
The board organized a sports day and a barbeque on 1st of September 2014. The main 

aim of the event was to bring students together, both Internationals and Norwegians to 

socialize in the sense of promoting a good student environment within Campus Ås. 

The event was held after the exam day from the intensive August block as a way to 

relax after a busy period of studying.  

ISU/ESN	  Semester	  Launch	  Party	  
A party was organized on the 5th of September at Pentagon 4 Aker, Bøsen and Casino 

(ABC) building to bring students together to get to know each other. It was held 

before a Studentsamfunnet concert to encourage international students to go along to 

Samfunnet afterwards. We used this same strategy with the Roman theme party 

during UKA to encourage international participation.  



ISU/ESN	  Language	  Exchange	  Activity	  	  
The board planned for a monthly language exchange activity in collaboration with 

ESN. The first language activity took part on the 24th of September, this brought 

students together to share their culture and language. The activity was a learning and 

bonding event and it attracted many students both local and internationals. It will be 

held monthly.  

Bodega	  Sing-‐a-‐long	  Night	  
ISU held a night in Studentsamfunnet where Lærken choir taught students some of the 

Bodega songs which are often sung by Norwegians on nights out in Ås. It was a great 

event both to allow students to feel more included in the Bodega, but also for them to 

mix with the Norwegian students from the choir.  

Sweden	  Trip	  
A bus trip to Sweden’s Strömstad and Nordby Shopping Center was organized to give 

student a trip away from campus environment and a chance to buy food, drink and 

clothes at a lower price than in Norway. The board hired a bus company called 

Schaus, This trip involved 50 international students and sold out quickly, we may run 

more similar events later in the year! 

UKA	  Inclusion	  Events	  
We have been focusing on ways to include international students in UKA, the month 

long student festival held every two years. On the opening weekend (4th Oct) there 

was a sports event called 3000m Øl, we assembled an international team of about 15 

people and painted our flags on our faces while we ran – it was a great way to show 

our presence on campus. We also encouraged participation in a talent show (8th Oct), 

over half of the acts were by international students and the ISU president co-hosted 

the show, which was also good publicity for the organization. Last week (15th Oct) 

ISU organized a pre-party before one of the cheaper UKA events, a Roman Toga 

Party in order to encourage the international students to participate in UKA. 

International	  Food	  Festival	  	  
The international food festival is one of ISU’s biggest events. The event was held last 

Thursday on the 16th of October 2014, and was a part of the UKA festival. We had 35 

teams cooking dishes from all around the world, and hundreds of people (both 

students and Ås citizens) came to enjoy the food. A panel of student leaders from 

NMBU judged the food and awarded prizes.  



Upcoming	  events	  

Movie	  Nights	  	  
There will be fortnightly movie nights held every Tuesday night in the Biotechnology 

building, starting once UKA has finished. This event will be open to all students, and 

will be run by the social committee. We aim to have one committee member at each 

event to allow students to come and speak to us about any issues they have.  

Cruise	  Ship	  Trip	  
There are plans to of taking students on a cruise ship trip, the Board is in negotiations 

with different companies to get a better and affordable price for students. This will 

most likely be held at the start of November. 

Thanksgiving	  Dinner	  
A traditional thanksgiving dinner is planned for the end of November. 

 

Issues	  

Integration	  
We have an ongoing focus on the issue of how to assist international students with 

integrating with their Norwegian classmates. This year the ‘buddy week’ orientation 

program was ran in groups including both international students and first year 

Norwegian students. The internationals were happy to be included with the 

Norwegian buddy week, however many complained that their buddies only spoke in 

Norwegian so they felt excluded so this will need to be considered next year. There 

seems to be a lot of integration with Norwegian housemates, as well as through the 

UKA volunteering and sports groups.  

Tuition	  Fees	  
Since this committee was selected the major issue we are facing is the proposed 

introduction of tuition fees for international students from outside the EU/EEA. So far 

in Ås: 

- the rector released a statement speaking against the proposal 

- the ISU president and the President of the Student Board co-authored a media release 

which has been posted in both Facebook groups and on the Student parliament 

website, as well as sent to various Venstre and KrF local members 

- this media release was published in NMBU’s student journal on Thursday 

- an information meeting was held to discuss the issue and collect opinions on it 



- over 50 students have filled out a survey about how they feel about this issue 

- the ISU committee have put together a strategic paper with our point of view 

- the Noragric board (department which is over 80% international students) held an 

information meeting 

- flyers have been made (in Norwegian) to try and get some local students on board, 

these are being handed out across campus and at the Food festival 

- the ISU president spoke about this issue at the Food Festival 

Cooperation	  with	  other	  groups	  

Student	  Board	  	  
The ISU has an observer status at the NMBU student parliament, which means we can 

attend and join in with the discussions, but have no veto power.  

The ISU board work closely with the Student Board, both through their International 

officer and directly with the other board members. This relationship has been 

strengthened recently as we are currently working together to fight against tuition fees 

for students from outside the EU/EEA. 

Participation	  in	  UKA	  
This year we have been encouraging international students to be involved in the UKA 

student festival as a way of integrating, both through the events already mentioned 

(The 3000m Øl, Talent Show and Toga Pre-party) and by publicizing the benefits of 

getting involved as a volunteer. UKA reported back that they were very pleased with 

the high number of international students joining the various volunteer groups.  

Collaboration	  with	  ESN	  
There has been great cooperation with the sister organization ESN, where we have 

jointly run events such as the language exchange meetings and our semester launch 

party. This has been a successful engagement bringing the two organization together 

to work towards some of their common objectives.  

Collaboration	  with	  Noragric	  group	  Globalis	  
There are plans to run joint events with the social committee from the Noragric 

department (which is majority international students). 

 


