
 

 

Arun Siva 
ISU Union Development Officer Motivation Letter 
 
The job of the Union Development Officer in the constitution of ISU Norway is to: (a) support the                  
work of the president of ISU Norway, (b) maintain regular communication with the International              
Office of each institution and be the supportive link between the National Board and the local                
branches. This responsibility includes (c) looking for opportunities to provide networking between            
branches, add new branches and restarting dormant branches. 

 
 (a) support the work of the president of ISU Norway 
 
I believe that both leadership and cooperation skills are essential for a successful Executive Board member in ISU Norway.                   
People that know me can attest to my character, attention to detail and that I am firm and fair in my dealings and am always                         
willing to help. 

I currently serve as the President for ISU Steinkjer, the Editor-in-Chief of the editorial committee and a member in the Political                     
Committee. In addition to cooperating with our local student parliament, I have political experience through serving as President                  
of the Student Branch of LO (Workers Union) in Trøndelag. Through LO, I have met politicians that represent the political                    
parties SV and Ap and I am already using that network to further the cause of international students at the national level, as LO                        
is very supportive in general of international students finding employment in Norway. In addition, I have met and spoke and                    
carried out interviews with the mayor of Oslo as well as member of parliament Nina Sandberg and have an established rapport                     
and relationship with them both. 

Since I moved to Norway in 2018 I have fought for free norwegian language instruction for international students, and since I                     
had to pay for my own norwegian classes this cause is very important to me to fight for at the national level. 

(b) maintain regular communication with the International Office of each institution and be the              
supportive link between the National Board and the local branches. (c) looking for opportunities to               
provide networking between branches, add new branches and restarting dormant branches. 

I have managerial experience: in the US Military, as a security leader for three pubs in Steinkjer and as a manufacturing                     
engineer supervisor in the USA. I am a member of Toastmasters International and achieved Silver Communicator status.  

My personal experience in ISU, managerial experience and emotional intelligence will be absolutely essential as a Union                 
Development officer because there are many branches out there that deserve and require help.  

When I moved to Norway in late 2018 I jumped right in and served as treasurer at ISU Steinkjer for one year. Due to the threats                          
of closure of this campus of Nord University, the morale of the student population was very low. After I was elected president                      
was able to solidify funding and improve the relations with Nord University’s main campus in Bodø. With my leadership and                    
communication skills I was able to heal a huge disconnect and lack of funding and bring harmony back to our campus. Despite                      
the fact that the international programmes at Steinkjer are now cancelled and will either remain this way or be forced to relocate                      
to another location, the current student body of about 250 students were able to enjoy many activities provided by my team. I                      
want to use this experience of restarting my branch in a difficult environment to help other ISU Local Branches during the next                      
year. 

I want to help ISU Local Branches deal with all of the intricacies of running an ISU branch (documentation and reports,                     
accounting, recruiting, setting up a local board, etc). I am also an experienced fundraiser and have ample experience in                   
volunteer organizations and know how and what to do in order to move things forward. In the USA I raised thousands of dollars                       
to provide free healthcare for low income children. By assisting ISU Local Branches, I hope to improve the lives of international                     
students.  

I am an action oriented team player that has been fighting for causes all my life. I have a beginning political network and                       
organisational skills that I can use as Union Development Officer to support both ISU Local Branches and the National                   
President. 

Thank you for your consideration, 
Arun Siva 


