
I’m Hector, Colombian, electronic engineer and currently electrical power student in USN 

campus Porsgrunn. 

 

Many people say they join organizations and do voluntary work to help others. My case is 

slightly different, here is a little bit about it: 

 

At the age of 15 my whole family moved to new place, a city where we barely drove through 

during vacations. There I was in a new place with no friends to share or hang out. Soon after 

I started school and therefore gaining friends and acquaintances. What a power game 

changer schools can be. Unfortunately I didn’t get as much friends at school as I expected, 

then one day suddenly I got an invite to join Red Cross, I join not to help others, I did it 

because I had nothing else to do. 

 

And here it gets interesting, I join the Red Cross and started participating in emergencies, 

workshops, organizational development, international cooperation, founding and a lot 

more I made my way up to executive board as a representative from the young and children. 

That had a powerful effect in my life both personally and professionally But overall I learnt 

the value of putting at least a little effort towards a better society.  

 

I have also worked for the Red Cross as instructor, organizational development delegate 

and as technology contractor. I have received extensive training from them regarding NGO’s 

administration, development and fundraising.  

 

Last August I moved to Porsgrunn, then all those feelings of loneliness and homesickness 

came to me again, soon after I met my new family in Norway, they made me feel like I 

belong and invited me to spend time with them, I would like to put all my knowledge and 

experience to ensure that more people get to feel what I felt through this organizations,  

 

By the way, this new family is the International Students' Union of Norway. 


