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ISU Norway General Information and Objective 

The International Students' Union of Norway is committed to the social, academic and political 

interests of all international students studying in Norway. 

ISU is an independent, democratic, non-profit, non-partisan organisation run for and by 

international students. It has partnership agreement with the Norsk studentorganisasjon (NSO). ISU 

also has membership status with Studentenes og Akademikernes Internasjonale Hjelpefond (SAIH) - 

the Norwegian students' and academics' fund focused on fostering education in the developing 

world, Landsrådet for Norges barne- og ungdomsorganisasjoner (LNU) - the umbrella organization for 

youth in Norway, Frivillighet Norge (FN) - the Association of NGOs in Norway, and a cooperation 

agreement with Utviklingsfondet Ungdom (Spire) - the youth organization for the development fund. 

ISU is also in partnership with Association for Norwegian Students Abroad (ANSA) and Oslo Youth 

Information Centre (Unginfo). 

Currently, ISU has local member organizations at 27 different institutions of higher education in 

Norway, with the national office in Oslo. Each member organization has a president, who is 

responsible for the operation of the branch. The branches are to a large extent autonomous and 

must be approved into the organization by at least two thirds of the National Assembly's vote. 

For more information please visit our website; www.isunorway.no 
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Activities and Developments 

 

State Budget: Quota Discontinuation 

After the 2015 National Assembly (NA), both the old and the new National Boards (NB) worked to 

lobby against the proposed discontinuation of the Quota Scheme program.  All partners were 

present to discuss how the issue could best be addressed.  Unfortunately, both NSO and SAIH were 

busy with their organizational priorities in the State Budget, which left ISU primarily independent in 

the lobbying.  Industri Energi was very supportive in the lobbying and came up with documents and 

petitions in support.  Spire passed a resolution for the Quota Scheme as well.   

ISU completed several actions to lobby against the proposal, this includes: 

 Creating a social media video campaign in support of the Quota Scheme. 

 Emailed all KrF, Venstre, Education Committee, and Foreign Affairs Committee MPs about 
our resolution in support of the Quota Scheme. 

 Met or discussed the proposal with several youth leaders such as from the youth branches of 
Venstre, the Green party, and SV.   

 Emailed and pushed others to email multiple journalists to get the issue publized, and 
received articles in an LO magazine, Universitas, News In English, Khrono, and several small 
local newspapers. 

 Contacted multiple rectors who went out publicly in support of the Quota Scheme. 

 Contacted multiple embassies to make them aware of the negative effects of the proposed 
discontinuation.  

 Had a meeting with an Education Committee MP to lobby for the Quota Scheme. 

 Had a meeting with the Minister of Education to express concern for the proposed 
discontinuation. 

 Stood  in solidarity outside of the Parliament building and made the public aware of the 
proposed discontinuation. 

 Met with Labour Party advisors to discuss the discontinuation. 

 Submitted a merknad (note) to the Parliament. 

 Worked with local branches and student parliaments to submit resolutions in support of the 
Quota Scheme. 
 

Despite the many actions of the NB, the proposal went through and the Quota Scheme was 

discontinued.  
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New Quota Scheme Program 

The NB has established a working group to create a new program similar to the Quota Scheme 

program.  Two meetings have been held in 2016 to discuss the future dates of submission and who 

will be included in the process of its creation.  This will be a timely process but it is hoped to have 

something created and submitted for next year’s State Budget. 

 

Embassy Partnership Initiative 

The NB has met with over 20 different embassies in an effort to establish partnerships for the 

welfare of international students.  Already four embassies have signed up for partnerships including 

Israel, Mexico, Switzerland, and Brazil.  While the new initiative is a work in progress, the 

partnerships hope to connect students to the services the embassies offer, and provide an 

information sharing platform to embassies on how they can best serve their international students.  

The first joint meeting between the embassies will be in March. 

 

Partnerships 

The NB has been meeting and attending the events of NSO and SAIH, and strengthening the already 

stable partnerships between the branches.  A meeting was held with SEDAI and the information was 

posted online.  The NB also reestablished contact with Spire, ANSA, and ESN, where there had been a 

low amount of contact in the last year. 

 

Oslo Regional Cooperation 

The NB worked together with branches from NMBU, UiO, HiOA, MF, HLT, and BI, to hold a regional 

cooperation meeting where mutual events and cooperation were discussed.  It was a successful 

meeting followed by an event at the Oslo Chamber of Commerce, and then stopping by a Spire 

meeting with all the branches.  The next meeting will be with a free seminar provided by LNU on 

working on a voluntary board.   

 

LB Elections 

Throughout January and February the NB participated and attended a variety of elections throughout 

Norway including in Trondheim, HiOA, and Lillehammer.   

 

http://www.isu-norway.no/
mailto:nationalsecretary@isu-norway.no


 

  

 

International Students’ Union of Norway (ISU). Kolstadgata 1, 0265 Oslo. Tel.: +47 98 22 59 98. 
www.isu-norway.no email: nationalsecretary@isu-norway.no 

org.nr: 892 438 072 

Page 4 of 5 

Extraordinary NA 

The NB discussed amongst themselves and with the majority of the LBs a proposal to hold an 

Extraordinary NA, which would replace LM2.  All local boards contacted were supportive of the idea.  

A discussion and vote will be held during LM1.   

 

Constitutional Changes 

The NB has met with several organization to receive professional advice on positive changes that 

could be made both to the constitutional make-up of the organization and the leadership structure.  

If the Extraordinary NA is voted through, the NB will create a document with the changes and hold 

workshops with the LBs to get more input. 

 

English Bachelors Degrees 

The NB is working on creating more English bachelor degree opportunities in Norway.  Currently, this 

appears to be a process that must be done at an institutional or department level, compared to being 

done nationally.  The NB is working with the SP at UiO to see where there could be opportunities at 

the university. 

 

LNU Initiatives 

Former National President Rikke and the NB discussed the next LNU application for March.  Norway 

talks was the focus of the application and the NB is hopeful that with this application there will be 

funding acquired to properly follow through with the Norway Talks initiative at the national level. 

 

Funding Second Meeting with KD 

The NB met with State Secretary Bjørn Haugstad to discuss the urgent financial situation of ISU 

Norway.  Currently, although ISU represents the rights of 25,000 students in Norway, they only have 

1.7 salaried positions in total.  The NB expressed their concern with the State Secretary that proper 

representation of international students required proper human resources. 

After speaking with different partners and NSO, it was discovered that it is not possible by Norwegian 

law for ISU to get funding through adding on a tenner to the semester fee. 
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Work with International Committee of NSO 

The NB has been attending the meetings of and working with the International Committee of NSO.  

Currently the work deals with an inclusion handbook and the visa application process.  The NB is 

pleased to see the large amount of local boards responding to the questionnaires given by the 

International Committee. 

 

Alumni Plan 

The NB has created a document over the working plan for the ISU Alumni Association.  Currently, it is 

decided that funding will not be pursued.  A video month plan of the alumni, and creating a stable 

communication with the alumni will be the first priority. 

 

Editorial Board 

The NB is working on establishing an editorial board in order to restore the ISU Magazine.  The 

magazine would be a fun, informative platform for all in Norway, and give students the chance to 

write and broadcast some of their work. 

 

Completely new website 

The NB created a completed new website layout.  All information, including those of the local 

branches, was updated to best serve the public image of ISU. 
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