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At the outset I would like to express my sincere gratitude towards thecommitted National board 

members from International Students’ Union of Norway.  

Annual Report for the period commencing from 1stNovember 2014 to October 2015.. I received 

an excellent opportunity to learn and grow in the position,courtesythe support of my colleagues; i.e.Rikke, 

Abraham Vysocky.Kiran& Sri. At the last National assembly of ISU Norway, which was held in November, 

I was given a mandate to serve one more term in this position. I am grateful for the tremendous 

cooperation and unflinching trust which have been bestowed on me. In the subsequent paragraphs I 

would take this opportunity to systematically discuss about the activities which have engaged me in the 

last one year in my position as Vice President of Student Welfare and Academic Affairs for ISU Norway. 

 

International Students’ Day 

On 17th of November world celebrated International Students’ day but in 2014, this day was 

extremely significant for the international student community in Norway. Government of Norway had 

proposed to introduce tuition fees on International students who came from outside EU and EEA region. 

We at ISU Norway along with other student democracies decided that we should depict a strong and 

united resistance against the proposal. Throughout the first fortnight of November 2014 I was in touch 

with members from Student Parliament in University of Oslo (UiO) as well as Hogskolen I Oslo 

ogAkershus (HiOA). We decided to have a big event at University Square and invite people from 

academic circles, politicians, student representatives to discuss and oppose the government’s proposal. I 

was made in charge to mobilize volunteers for the event as well as create awareness about this issue in 

the academic and social circles at HIOA. This entailed activities such as placing posters around the 

campus and other student houses, garnering support from other organizations i.e. SAIH local chapters. 

Moreover I helped inmobilizing ISU HiOA branch to take a proactive role in the whole event organization. 

I was constantly dealing with different stakeholders who were involved in the project. It was a challenging 

task but with the able support of other team members from ISU as well as help from International officer 

from UiOand HiOAwe managed to create a lot of awareness about the issue. The event became a huge 

success wherein the rector of UiO, Vice-rector of HiOA,Senior politicians from the Left –wing party 

(Venstre) and Student Leaders voiced their opposition to the proposal and sided with the cause for which 

ISU was striving hard. It was gratifying to witness a huge turnout at the venue along with partner 

organization like SAIH displaying solidarity with us.  

A year later, in October 2015, the Norwegian Government’s state budget did not propose the 

implementation of tuition fees for international students. This is a sign of collective victory for our 

sustained (Neitilskolepenger) campaign.  

 

Educational Inclusion 

In the early December I got an opportunity to meet with Marit from Universal Project team along 

with Rikke. We discussed at length about the challenges which people with disability encounter across 

the higher education system in Norway. I shared my perspectives pertaining to the same issue. It is 



imperative for us at ISU Norway to lower any barrios with regards to Inclusion of all the international 

students in Norway. I even shared my thoughts pertaining to Universal design and the ro le of different 

institutions like NAV,Lanekassen, Disability Persons Organization (DPO) which facilitate people with 

diverse disabilities to pursue their higher education. The team even wanted me to represent Norway in a 

seminar pertaining to the similar theme in Ireland.   

Financial Independence 

 ISU Norway is striving hard to acquire more sources of funding to expand its activity base across 

the various educational institutions in Norway. As a result of this ambition, both Rikke and I had a meeting 

with SAIH Central team in the middle of December to explore such opportunities. SAIH is known for 

collecting voluntary contributions from the students around the educational circles in Norway. We have a 

desire to replicate a similar sort of strategy to expand ISU Norway in the up-coming years. We got 

interesting perspectives from the SAIH Executive Committee members on this issue. We also discussed 

the avenues to increase inter-organizational participation between ISU Norway & SAIH. The meeting was 

fruitful. We learnt a lot about prospective challenges as well as underlying opportunities pertaining to the 

financial independence model. We are taking this project further in the coming months of January and 

February.  

 

Organizing Leadership Meetings 

I gave several inputs during the national board meetings inorder to organize a fruitful and 

engaging leadership meeting in Bergen. I solely designed and executed the Ice-breaker activities through 

which different local chapters can better understand their counterparts. I also was made responsible to 

present the Inclusion Strategy of the organization as well as shed light on the issue of equal access to the 

educational opportunities for international students in Norway. I designed an engaging model of creating 

a forum and moderating a debate on the above mentioned topics. These interactive discussions were 

held on Saturday and Sunday during the Leadership Meetings. It was heartening to hear the perspectives 

of the local branches and to engage with them at the grass-root level. I even gave the input to incorporate 

star stories which facilitated Kiran (Union Development Vice President) to understand the varying 

perspectives from the local branches.  

Collaboration with NSO and SAIH 

 I represented ISU Norway in the SAIH Autumn gathering as well as their summer camp. I have 

consistently strived hard to strengthen the inter-organizational collaboration between SAIH and ISU 

Norway. I have shared my perspective pertaining to Students at Risk project with the National Board and I 

worked in order to include it as an agenda topic. I have worked closely with Abraham on the visa platform 

and the inclusion initiatives. We represented ISU Norway at the NSO’s international committee meeting in 

October 2015. I offered inputs in order to make a comprehensive inclusion handbook which resonates 

with the values of ISU Norway. Moving forward I will continue sharing my insights on the issue of enhance 

inclusion pertaining to international students within Norwegian higher education system.  

Miscellaneous 

 During the course of the last year I have helped International Students to gain access to housing 

opportunities in Oslo. Among other things, I have offered recommendations and assisted students to 

search for housing accommodation in the Oslo region. I acknowledge that there is a lot more which could 

be done in this field. In the past I have engaged closely with the SEDAI Issue as well.I have discussed 

with student democracy leaders in order to combat discriminatory practices which international students 



encounter. I have shared my inputs in organizing the ISU kick off camp. I represented the national board 

at the international student’s event organized by ISU UiO. Moreover in September 2015 I represented 

National Board at the international student’s event organized by ISU UiO.I will be representing the 

national board in a conference in Tromso in October wherein I will present my perspectives pertaining to 

inclusion of international students in Norwegian education system as well as the labour market. During 

the course of the yearI have engaged meaningfully with partner organizations like NSO and SAIH. 

Through my activities I have tried to create a positive image of ISU in the academic and social circles. 

There is always scope of improvement and I am cognizant of this fact. I am confident that in the upcoming 

years, ISU will scale greater heights and will strive hard to preserve and promote the academic and 

welfare interests of all International Students.  

 

 


