
Annual Report 

It has been a year where I feel I have grown as a person and leader thanks to the rest of the 

National Board and ISU Norway. Throughout the year my focus have been to be a good 

representative for international students nationally, Financial development of ISU Norway 

and bettering of internal organization, structure and procedures. But first and foremost we 

have worked a lot with culture and teamwork. 

Challenges 

The election of the new board went well and we had a good transition in a busy period with 

the campaign against tuition fees in November. In the spring however we faced a lot of 

challenges. Mai-Liis who was elected 1st Vice President withdrew from her position. Mai-

Liis did it all in a professional manner and faced challenges of her own. It was a difficult but 

necessary choice for her. The National Board decided to let Sri Kolla take the position 

temporarily so we could have a completely open and transparent election in LM2. It put a lot 

of extra work on Sri, which he handled well, and a lot of pressure on me from February to 

May. 

There have been a couple of challenges, I as the leader have found difficult. In the beginning 

it was very hard, but we got better at talking about in the board. There have been expectations 

from other members in the board and previous board members to the leader role, which I have 

found hard to adjust to. It wasn’t necessarily directed personally to my way of leading, but to 

expectations to a leader role which I didn’t feel like I fit into. It has been challenging at times 

and coursed me to not feel confident in the position. It got better when Abe Vysocky got 

elected to 1st Vice President and took of a lot of pressure of me and the rest of the board. Abe 

came in with fresh energy unaffected of how the beginning of our term had been. He also 

brought in a lot of new ideas and experience. 

Successes 

The summer started to bring a couple of results and a more stabile time for me in the role as 

leader as well. I’m proud of what ISU Norway has achieved in the past year. I’m particularly 

proud of the financial increase in the budget, the investments we have done in the new office 

and the Kick-off camp we had in September, to mention some of them. The process that LM1 

decided on to make a workgroup of 11 people to bring in more democracy in analyzing 

possible changes for the constitution. I’m also proud of the way the team have handled the 



hurdles along the way and what we have learned from it. This year in the ISU National Board 

have build some strong friendships and given loads of good experience for me. 

Personally the biggest challenge, but also succes, has been to figure out how to confront the 

personal challenges. I have grown a lot in my professional and personal life and learned a lot 

about teamwork, communications and engagement that I can use in the future. When Abe 

joined the team during the summer I learned to relax more as a leader. I let him and the other 

board members represent ISU Norway in situations it was more fitting to them. I was far more 

relaxed and confident in the leader role and didn’t feel like I had to prove myself. This has 

been mirrored in very high team spirit and level in initiative and work from the whole board 

in August, September and October. The past 2 month especially has been a very good time in 

a very high team spirit. 

Summary 

I have 3,5 years of active experience in ISU Norway. First I worked as a Local President and 

after that as the National President. I haven’t been the leader of ISU Norway 2014-2015 that I 

wished to be all the time. I still feel that we in the National Board as a team in ISU Norway 

have done really well in the past year.  

The years in ISU Norway have been the best years of my life so far. The experiences I have 

gotten and what I have learned exceeds the rest of my life and my studies. International 

Students in Norway have broadened my horizon and taught me about open mindedness, 

inclusion, life, people, differences, happiness, cooperation, politics, democracy, student 

activism and so much more. I’m forever grateful and look back at everything I have 

experienced, learned and the people I have met with pride and humility. 

Especially I would like to thank Mai-Liis Jullinen, Gagan Chhabra, Sri Kolla, Kiran Kumar 

and Abraham Vysocky for a challenging and good year in the ISU National Board. 
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