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ISU Norway General Information and Objective

The International Students’ Union of Norway (ISU) is an independent, democratic, non-profit, non-
partisan organization run for and by international students.  ISU is committed to the social, academic
and political interests of all international students studying in Norway.  ISU’s national administration is
located in Oslo. ISU member organisations are located at 31 institutions of higher education around
Norway: ISU Bergen University, ISU Oslo University, ISU Stavanger University, ISU Tromsø University,
ISU Trondheim University, ISU Agder, ISU NHH Bergen, ISU NLA, ISU Bodø, ISU Narvik, ISU HiOA Oslo,
ISU UMB-Ås, ISU BI Oslo, ISU Telemark, ISU OIBC Oslo, ISU AHO Oslo, ISU HLT Oslo, ISU HiOF Halden,
ISU HiNT Nord Trøndelag and ISU HiH Harstad, ISU NLA Bergen, ISU Kjeller, ISU MF Oslo, ISU Volda,
ISU Ålesund, ISU Gjøvik, ISU Drammen, ISU Kongsberg, ISU Hønefoss, ISU Vestfold and ISU Finnmark .
ISU is in partnership with NSO, ANSA, Spire & UngInfo and has membership status with SAIH & LNU.
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Overview of Report

The period of October - December marked another great milestone in the history of ISU
Norway. The current National Board was successfully elected by delegates at the National
Assembly Meeting held in Oslo from 18th - 20st October 2013.

The National Assembly elected a National Board consisting entirely of new members with the
exception of the National President who was re-elected. Following the elections of the new
National  Board,  there  was the transitional  period of  the outgoing  2012 –  2013 and the
incoming National Board 2013 – 2014.

Work progressed with lots of excitement and motivation. The National  Board’s work was
divided into political and welfare parts. The political aspect was in relation to the campaign
against introduction of tuition fees for international students outside the EU/EEA. Welfare
part concentrated on inclusion of international students in local student democracies, social
events and career development. The National Board had held two face to face meetings in
Oslo and hold regular fortnightly Skype Meetings to discuss specific tasks to work on, with
each board member allocated tasks.

The National Board consulted with experienced Web Master, NSO, and past Presidents in
matters of technical nature. This ensured the needed continuity in ISU’s affairs. The board is
following Guidelines and documents as approved at the previous National Assembly that set
the roadmap for their work within the year. The Board is analysing and assessing what had
been done so far and what was left of campaigns from the Action Plan. The Board continues
to  review  and  follow  Guidelines  and  documents  as  approved  at  the  previous  National
Assembly that set the roadmap for their work within the year and Four years to come, and
set to work by implementing campaigns from the Action Plan and successfully holding official
meetings with some stake holders.

ISU currently has 26 active and vibrant local branches, the Board is working on developing
and providing support and advice to the local branches.

Activities and New Developments

1. Following the elections, there was a one month overlap between the old board and
the new board.  This overlap was a training period and updating of past events and
preparing the new board of the coming year.

2. Shortly  after  the  National  Board  was  elected  the  New  Norwegian  Government
announced  plans  to  introduce  tuition  fees  for  international  students.  The  Board
adopted pragmatic strategies to campaign against tuition fees. Full cooperation with
ISU partner organisation NSO was essential to get wide support. The National Board
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advised and encourages local branches to work with local student democracies and
academic  institutions  in  opposing  the  proposal.  Local  and national  media  outlets
were contacted to get cover; also MPs, local politicians and youth political parties
were contacted to garner  political  support.  The campaign was a  success  and the
proposal  was withdrawn in Parliament. However it is possible that the Norwegian
Ministry of Education and Research may carry an internal study to find the pros and
cons of tuition fees.  The Ministry has accepted ISU’s request to contribute to the
study. ISU will draft well searched document and submit in around April 2014 to the
Ministry  on why tuition fees  should  not  be introduced for  international  students
outside EU/EEA.

3. On 13 January 2014 the National President met the State Secretary of Education and
officials at the Minister of Education to discuss below points. 

 Updated on the evaluation report the Ministry was carrying on the quota students
scheme

 Update on increasing the amount of English-medium courses at Master degree level

 Residence permits/renewals for self-financed foreign students

 Where the Government stands with regards to tuition fees for international students

The  National  President  was  accompanied  by  the  National  Secretary,  NSO
International Officer and NSO political. Minutes of the meeting are available.

4. Meetings with Partners: The National President attended several NSO meetings. NSO
represents all students studying in Norway. They formulate policies that could better
the  lives  of  students  Norwegian  and  international.  The  National  President  has
contributed to the discussions where necessary and has observed all the meetings. 

5. NSO is  currently  updating  its  Internationalisation  Platform.  The  National  Board  is
involved and will forward the position of ISU to be taken onboard in the platform.
Also 14th – 16th NSO is also holding Internationalisation Conference on inclusion and
welfare. The National  Board is active in this conference and is contributing to the
discussion. Because the Conference is at the same time as the ISU LM1, the NB has
appointed Rikke president of ISU Kongsberg at attend on behalf of ISU Norway.
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6. Student social needs including welfare effects have been initiated and further, deeper
and better cooperation between students, in particular international students, with
student  welfare  organisations  in  Norway.  The  National  Board  is  working  on  a
continuity  handbook  and  inclusion  strategy  that  would  compile  local  branch
experiences, challenges and success stories with the purpose of making it available to
all local branches for reference and as knowledge base.

7. The National Board has initiated talks with the hope to establish cooperation and a
working  relationship  with  the  student  bodies  of  Energi  Industri  and  central
Norwegian  Labour  Organisation  (LO)  to  provide  international  students  with
information in English on employment and career development at their institutions
and English  language courses  at  the beginning of  the semester.  We also hope to
explore other ways we can cooperate. This plan was put at the back due to the tuition
fees campaign which was pressing issue. The National Board has now restarted talks
with the chair of Energi Industri and further talks will follow to work out what sort of
working relationship we will have.

8. ISU Union Vice President travelled to Honefoss University College and re-established
ISU Honefoss with the support  of  the university’s  parliament leader,  International
Officer and interested students. ISU Honefoss local branch board was successfully and
will represent international students at their institute.

9. ISU  Norway  Four  Year  Action  Plan  2011  –  2015  expires.  The  National  Board  has
started  work  to  revise,  expand  and  update  the  plan  in  consultation  with  local
branches.

10. The National Board has been obliged to change the venue of the LM1 in Haarstad to
Oslo due to the fact that the local branch found it difficult to raise the necessary
funds  to  meet  its  commitments.  After  consultation  with  the  local  branches  and
further deliberation within the National Board, it was decided to host the LM in Oslo
with the National Office bearing all the expenses and organising the events.

Summary
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ISU is pleased with the successful campaign against tuition fees and is grateful to the full
support  of  NSO  and  student  parliament  leaders  and  other  partner  organisations.  ISU
specially recognises and thanks the support of the University of Oslo’s Student Parliament
Executive Board. We hope that the cooperation that is taking place with our partners, NSO
and SAIH will bear fruits for even better internationalisation of education in Norway.

Abbas Ahdal Sharif.

National President 2013/2014

Tel: 98225998

Email: nationalpresident@isu-norway.no
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